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Ludendorff) asking him to take in hand the restora-
tion of peace, and to invite the Allies to send pleni-
potentiaries to open negotiations.    He announced
that Germany accepted the President's proposals
set forth in his message to Congress of January 8,
1918 (the famous " Fourteen Points "), and in his
later pronouncements, as a basis for the discussion
of peace terms.   In order to prevent further blood-
shed he asked for the conclusion of an immediate
armistice on land and water and in the air.    On
8th October Mr. Wilson replied.   He announced that
America could not propose to her Allies a cessation
of hostilities so long as the armies of the Central
Powers were upon Allied soil.   As a guarantee of
good faith there must first be withdrawal from in-
vaded territory.   Germany made haste to answer,
for by 12th October, the date of the reply, the last
remnants of the Siegfried zone had gone.    Their
reply stated that Germany and Austria were willing
to evacuate invaded territory as a preliminary to an
armistice, and suggested a mixed commission to
make the necessary arrangements.    Small wonder
that Germany assented.    To get her troops back
intact to her frontier was her dearest wish.    She
was in truth offering nothing and asking everything.
There was nothing to prevent Germany, once safe
inside her frontiers, from breaking off negotiations
and instituting war on a new plan.   It was clear that
if an armistice came it must be one which was
equivalent to surrender.

On 14th October Mr. Wilson made his reply, and
there was no dubiety about the terms,
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